
     I recently picked up a book of 
the collected writings and     
teachings of Meister Eckhart 
(1260-1328).  Many of his    
teachings about God and the 
Christian life helped to inspire the 
Anabaptist reformation some 200 
years later.  May this quote from 
across the centuries inspire you to 
continue to seek God, allowing his 
Spirit to fill you with the love of 
Christ, spilling out into everything 
that you do. 
     “People ought to keep God 
central in everything, training their 
mind to have God ever present in 
their thoughts, intentions, and   
affections.  Watch your attitude 
toward God.  When you are in 
church or your prayer closet, keep 
that same frame of mind and take 
it out into the world, into its      
turmoil and its fitfulness.  Be even
-tempered in your dealings, having 
unfaltering faith, and bringing to 
God an unwavering devotion. 
     Anyone who doesn’t have God 
inside like this, who always needs 
to go and fetch him from outside, 
from this or that, seeking him in 
different things, perhaps in work 
or in places or people, that person 
is easily distracted, for they have 
neither gotten God nor are they 
seeking him alone nor do they  
really want him.  Therefore, they 
are held back in their search for 
God not only by bad company but 
also by good, not merely by their    
secular activities but also by  
church activities, not only by    
ungodly thoughts and actions but 
by good things as well.  What 
keeps that person from seeking 
God is inside them, because in 
them not everything has turned 

towards God.  If they had, all 
would be well and good in every 
place and in all company.  They 
would have gotten God whom no 
one can take from them. 
     This real God-getting is a    
mental process, an inner turning of 
the mind and will towards God.  It 
is impossible to hold God actively 
in our mind at all times – or at least 
extremely difficult – and this really 
isn’t the best way.  We should not  
be satisfied with just the thought of 
God.  When the thought goes, our 
God goes with it.  But we want a 
real God who is bigger than our 
thoughts.  A God who doesn’t    
disappear unless we turn our back 
on him of our own accord.  When 
we have found God in this way, 
God becomes apparent in all things.  
Everything smacks of God to us; 
everywhere God’s image stares us 
in the face.  God is gleaming within 
us all the time.  The vision of God 
is ever present to our mind. 
     Like someone who is extremely 
thirsty, they may be doing things 
other than drinking, they may be 
thinking other thoughts, but     
whatever they are doing or       
whoever they are with or whatever 
they are feeling, no matter what 
they are working at or thinking 
about, as long as they are still 
thirsty the idea of taking a drink 
never quite leaves them.  And as 
the thirst increases, the stronger, 
more deep-seated, more present, 
more persistent the desire to find 
water will grow. 
     Or again, someone who is in 
love.  They become wrapped up in 
the person they love with no real 
desire for anything else.  Wherever 
they go and whoever they are with, 
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whatever they are doing or plan-
ning, the idea of the person they 
love never fades from their mind.  
They find them              every-
where, and as their love grows 
stronger it haunts them more and 
more.  But they’re not going to 
seek rest from their lover, because 
their intense desire isn’t disturbing 
to them. 
     In the same way, the person 
whose mind is filled with a sense 
of God, thoroughly informed with 
the form of God, and accustomed 
to him is able to see him in all 
their activities without even trying.  

     Every December we host the 
Salvation Army for a Foster Care 
Christmas Party.  They have sent 
us some information about their 
program.   
     On any given day, there are 
over 400,000 children in foster 
care with 15,000 in the state of 
Pennsylvania.   We can all play a 
part in enhancing the lives of 
children and youth in foster care.  

There is always a need for “good” 
homes whether you are looking to 
adopt, foster or to be a respite home 
for a short-term placement.  There 
is always a need for volunteers to 
help by donating items for families 
who have welcomed children into 
their home and helping with time 
and/or talent.  Remember – no one 
can do everything, but everyone 
can do something!    

     If you want to learn more about 
how you can help, please reach out 
to Salvation Army Orphan Care 
Coordinator, Atiya Waters at 
salarmyorphancare@gmail.com.  
Be blessed! 
     Inasmuch as ye have done it  
unto one of the least of these my     
brethren, ye have done it unto me.    
Matthew 25:40 
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A note about Foster Care 

A note of thanks 

Thank you for participating in 
our Summer of Service.  Many 
of you looked for needs around 
you and found creative ways to 
meet those needs.  One neighbor 
sent a card of appreciation for 
the service of some members in 
our congregation, which you can 
find on the board in the foy-
er.  The work you do is not in 
vain, keep looking for the needs 
around us and working together 
to meet those needs, to the glory 
of God. 

Youth Fall Events 

Friday-Saturday, September 24-25 
Campout @ Swamp 7:00 pm-9:00 am 

(Dinner and breakfast provided) 
 

Sunday, October 3  
Parent Meeting @ Swamp 11:45 am 

 

Saturday, October 23 
Fall Party/Hayride @ Swamp Pavilion 6:30 pm-9:30 pm 

 

Saturday, November 13 
Youth Fundraiser Meal @ Swamp 6:00 pm-8:00 pm 

Free Fall Action Sports, the    
ministry at the Quakertown Skate 
Park, is having their large annual 
competition and are looking for 
volunteers and donations.  For 
more information please speak 
with Nathan or Quincy or signup 
at https://www.freefallqtown.com/
volunteer  
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Church Board Highlights Need Something? Start Something! By Cindy Angela 

     I love a good DIY project every 
once in a while. I find joy 
in making the things I need instead 
of buying them from the store or 
paying someone else to do it. I’m 
not alone. Many people share the 
same sentiment as I do – just look 
at how many people turn to      
Pinterest to fuel their next home 
improvement idea!  
     However, when it comes to a 
community need, people are more 
hesitant to start something.  It’s so 
much easier to just participate in 
something that’s already been   
prepared by someone else. 
     I totally understand why some 
are so hesitant.  Sometimes I am 
too.  Being the one who starts 
something can be overwhelming.  
You have to assume responsibility, 

and you make yourself vulnerable 
to other people’s judgement.  But 
without anyone sowing the first 
seed, we’ll miss an opportunity of 
something great growing among 
us.  If you see a need in your com-
munity, maybe it’s God’s calling 
for you to start something.  Keep 
in mind these three simple points, 
to help you get started. 

 1. Start Small  
     When you have a grand idea, 
sometimes it’s hard to even 
begin! Not all efforts have to start 
big or are perfect and                
polished. Most people know this 
verse by memory: “For where two 
or three are gathered in my name, 
there am I among them.” Matthew 
18:20 (ESV). Maybe your idea  
begins with one or two people, and 
it’s not perfect from the get-go, but 
that’s okay. Start small, bigger 
things will follow.  

2. Start Close   
     When you’re feeling          
overwhelmed, bring in people who 
are close to you.  Share your 
thoughts, concerns, and goals.  
Maybe you’ll gain a supporter or 
even a partner.  No one can       
survive alone, and we need to bear 

     At the start of the meeting,  
Pastor Nathan officiated at an 
anointing service for Bob   
Geissinger with family members 
and the Congregational Care Team 
present in the pavilion.  The   
meeting moved into the             
Fellowship Hall following this  
service.  The minutes from the 
May 20 meeting were reviewed 
and approved. 
     Under discussion, it was       
decided to begin the discernment 
process for open and expiring 
Church Board and Ministry Team 
positions.  Bob Delp has moved 
out of the area and Wendell     
Gehman’s 2nd term is ending and 
he is not eligible for another term      
according to the by-laws.  Dan 
Cooper is willing to serve a 3-year 
term as Minister of Worship.    

Pastor Nathan will speak with   
Johanna Zeigler to see if she will 
be considering another term as 
Minister of Outeach.  In addition, 
there was a discussion about the 
Finance Chair position and the  
discernment process timeline.  The 
process of annual staff reviews 
will be getting underway soon. 
     Board members reviewed    
Pastor Nathan’s draft article for 
Growth Matters regarding the new 
Voices Together Hymnal.        
Concerns have been raised        
regarding word changes.  After a 
lengthy discussion, the Board    
decided that a discussion would be 
held during Sunday School time 
using an October time frame.   
Everyone agreed a Sunday School 
class was a better way to address 
this rather than publishing an    

article.   
     Amy provided an update from 
the Search Committee, that the 
candidate they were pursuing in 
May and June has advised that we 
should “move on” to pursuing  
other individuals.  The search 
committee was meeting to        
reassess direction and is now in 
conversation with another        
candidate. 
     Wendell opened a discussion 
regarding obtaining a headstone 
for Bill Brunk in the Cemetery.  
As of this time several attempts to 
contact family members have been 
unsuccessful.  A motion was 
passed to authorize the Cemetery 
Committee to purchase a head-
stone for his plot once advised by 
Finance Committee which account 
the funds will come from. 

one another’s burdens (Galatians 
6:2). 

3.  Start Sincerely   
Before starting your great 
idea, make sure your heart and 
head are in the right space. Find 
the purpose of your idea and keep 
that in mind as you’re starting your 
journey. God’s provisions and 
guidance will surely follow. Let 
this verse from 1 Peter 3:8 (NRSV) 
give you hope and 
strength: “Finally, all of you, have 
unity of spirit, sympathy, love for 
one another, a tender heart, and a 
humble mind.”  
     I hope this inspires you 
to kickstart that project or 
idea you’ve been putting off, no 
matter how small.  

Written by Cindy Angela 
and originally published 
August 26, 2021 in our 
conference’s online 
newsletter, Mosaic News.  

Reprinted with permission.  
Cindy Angela is the Digital     
Communication Associate for   
Mosaic Conference. She attends 
Philadelphia Praise Center, and 
she lives in South Philadelphia 
with her husband, Andy. 

This ‘n’ That by Arlene Yothers 

     Please pray for all the residents, 
staff, and volunteers at Living 
Branches {formerly Souderton 
Mennonite Home}. As Covid-19 
seems to be coming back, it puts a 
BIG strain on everyone. United 
prayer goes a long way! 
     The Heritage Center is       
planning The Apple Butter Frolic 
on Saturday, October 2. I don't 
know any details, but it will be 
different. There have been staffing 
changes at the Heritage Center. 
Please be in prayer for them as 
well. 

There have been members from 
Swamp going back to volunteer at 
Care and Share Thrift Shoppes. 
Here's a great big THANK YOU 
to them. There is always room for 
more volunteers, in any area of 
your interest. There is a need for 
shoppers, donations have been 
pouring in, come see what treasure 
you can find to "make anew" for a 
special Christmas gift. 
     The Worm Project is planning 
to have a Fund Raiser Event on 
Saturday, November 6. I don't 
know many details, but I           

encourage you to come and learn 
more about the efforts that are   
being made to help children around 
the world to be free of    intestinal 
worms. It was started in Mexico 
and now goes to many  nations 
around the equator. As times are 
even harder for parents to feed 
their children, the deworming pills 
are even more important for the 
health of the children in these    
faraway lands. Please consider   
giving a donation. 

Ministry Team Highlights 

     Pastor Nathan introduced Cindy 
Longacre to discuss the            
Celebration of Healing and Altar 
of Remembrance and Praise.  It 
would be a place to put mementos 
and/or photos along with a      
mailbox type of container to place 
notes.  A celebration of healing for 
Cassidy Gehman was planned for 
August 22, postponed to           
September 5.  The altar dedication 
was planned for August 29,     
postponed until September 12. 
     Pastor Nathan spoke about  
conflict escalation and that               
disagreement is healthy as long as 
we work together to find a         
resolution.  However, in many  
instances, 2 different parties allow 
the disagreement to change their 
opinion of the other person,    
forming groups they identify with 
(us vs. them) and move towards 
triangulation followed by          
escalation and finally destruction 

of others.  It can be easy to        
become drawn into these deeper 
levels of conflict without being 
aware. 
     Everyone provided updates on 
members they called who had not 
signed this year’s membership 
covenant.  It was decided to      
approve the following individuals 
requests to move from active to 
inactive membership:  James   
Brubaker, Laurie Brubaker, Dawn 
Clarke, Nancy Delp, Robert Delp, 
Jamie Haas, Isaac Longacre, and 
Paul Longacre.  Additionally,  
Matthew Jaindl, Tyler Sadler, and 
Heidi Weaver were removed from 
inactive membership. 
     The following Fall activity 
dates were announced:  9/12 –  
annual outdoor service with lunch 
(Shannon and Shirley will meet to 
discuss), 9/19 – Sunday School 
begins, 9/24-25 – youth campout, 
10/03 – World Communion     

Sunday, 10/23 – Youth hayride, 
11/13 – youth fundraiser meal, 
11/24 – Thanksgiving Eve       
Service, 12/23 – Christmas      
Caroling hosted by                  
Congregational Care Team, 12/29 
– youth Christmas party.  Other 
activities will include the        
Childrens’ Christmas Program 
(date to be set), and the Pinewood 
Derby on June 1, 2022. 
     In other business:  Pastor     
Nathan mentioned the Worm   
Project Presentation in Worship 
which Dan and Johanna will     
follow up on; Shannon discussed 
her goal of seeing the resumption 
of small groups throughout the 
congregation; Ministers reviewed 
the makeup of each of the       
committees under the ministry 
umbrella; Shannon gave an update 
on the new process for the kitchen 
without an established Kitchen 
Committee. 


