
making a difference in the lives of 
real people. 

     Finally, I’m very grateful for 
our youth sponsors who gave up a 
week of their summer to lead this 
trip. They made it fun, safe, 
stretching, spiritually impactful, 
and memorable in many ways. 
They served and lived out the 
week shoulder to shoulder along-
side the youth. We have stories 
that will be told and retold for 
years to come. Stories of the long 
drives, the meals we ate, the walks 
we took, the   conversations we 
had, the people we met, the      
projects we did, the things we saw, 
the games we played, the jokes we 
told, the songs we sung, the  
swimming we didn’t do, and the 
heat, oh the heat. 

    We had a great week together, 
and it was truly a team effort. 

     Sporting events typically     
conclude with the winning players 
and coaches being interviewed, 
and oftentimes they will say “it 
was a team effort”. Last week 
some of our senior youth and 
youth sponsors returned from a 
successful mission trip in La   
Center, Kentucky, and that phrase 
perfectly describes our experience 
in multiple ways. First of all, the 
name of the organization we 
served with is Team Effort 
(ironically it took me until midway 
through the trip to pick up on that 
meaning behind the name)! The 
Team Effort staff welcomed us 
with open arms from the moment 
we arrived, they walked with us 
throughout all the aspects of our 
week, and they vulnerably pursued 
their own development as leaders 
by sharing the responsibilities of 
leading our times of worship each 
night even if it was stretching for 
them. The theme for the week was 
“Being a Disciple” and we       
centered on elements of abiding in 
Christ’s teachings, loving others, 
bearing fruit, and counting the 
cost. The staff exemplified those 
things for us.  

     Secondly, the church and local 
community there hosted us so well 
and rallied around us by graciously 
and generously providing us with 
use of their facility, meals,       
popsicles, sno cones, ice cream, 

etc. They were genuinely excited 
that we were there, and their      
passion was evident in the time and 
energy they put into making our 
week a good one, encouraging us 
all along the way. This was their 
first time hosting Team Effort.   

     Thirdly, I was extremely proud 
of our youth for how they banded 
together to serve, and how they 
partnered with other youth groups 
to get projects done. They went 
above and beyond, seeking out   
opportunities to serve, taking       
initiative when they saw a need, and 
being willing to step out of their 
comfort zone for the sake of the 
team and the mission. They helped 
in so many ways, by cleaning up 
part of an area devastated by a    
tornado last year (and thereby   
making it more likely that a family 
there will be able to keep their 
property), putting a roof on an    
elderly woman’s home, doing some 
landscaping for another neighbor 
nearby, framing up walls for a shed 
at the church, organizing a storage 
room, scrubbing the gym floor,   
replacing shower heads in the   
bathrooms, etc. The impact was  
significant in recognizing that they 
were not only working on projects, 
but they were being the hands and 
feet of Jesus, building relationships, 
growing as disciples of Christ, and 
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Future Activities & Events 
     In addition to a lot of hard work 
during their mission trip in      
Kentucky, the youth enjoyed times 
of celebration and  fellowship. 

     Plans are underway for a    
number of events scheduled to  
occur over the next few months.           
     This summer, the junior youth 
will be traveling to Hemlock 
Springs Friday to Sunday, July 15 
to 17.  An outdoor service and       
fellowship meal is planned for 
Sunday, July 31.   
     In August, there will be an    
additional outdoor service planned 
for Sunday, August 14.  The youth 
will have their new year kick-off 
on Wednesday, August 24.   
     In September, the annual      
outdoor service and fellowship 
meal will be held on Sunday,   
September 11.  The new Sunday 

Trip Photos 

Mennonites Against Militarism - a 
collaboration of Mennonite Central 
Committee, U.S. and Mennonite 
Church USA – is seeking to launch 
an initiative to counter military 
recruitment of U.S. youth, called 
Alternatives to Military           
Enlistment Network. AMEN   
invites interested volunteers to 

complete a brief survey that    
identifies areas in which they may 
engage with AMEN, including  
administration, web and graphic 
design, publicity, budgeting,   
fundraising and guidance/career 
counseling. You may take the   
survey by visiting the                
website: https://rb.gy/gbehlm  

School year will begin on         
September 18. 
     Also, a major Trustee Project 
will occur in the fellowship hall as 
the moveable wall panels will   
receive new coverings so that they 
all match in color.  The work is 
currently planned for the week of 
September 12.  As a result, the  
fellowship hall will not be      
available during this time. 
     Finally, the Youth Auction will 
be held on Saturday, October 1.  
Donations are currently being    
accepted for this annual          
fundraising event to support our 
youth.  More information about the 
auction will be forthcoming.     

A New Initiative 

Wanted:  Photos 
     We are looking for new       
photographs depicting our church 
life.  Whether it be worship,     
ministry, activities, etc. we would 
like to include more pictures in 
future  issues of Growth Matters. 
     For more information, please 
contact Pastor Tracy. 

https://mennoniteusa.us1.list-manage.com/track/click?u=97f16d9c230780d6354d01572&id=b98a76ec86&e=b5d6a5841f

